
Dear Members of our Catholic Communities: 

   The sacrament most associated with Pentecost is Confirmation. As the scriptures 

allow some period of time between the resurrection of Christ and the sending of the 

Holy Spirit, so too do we normally have some time between Baptism and 

Confirmation. Baptism applies to us the death and resurrection of Christ: in its 

waters we die to sin and are born again as children of God. Confirmation then 

applies to us the grace of Pentecost: it equips us with the Spirit’s gifts for engaging 

us in the active mission of the Church. There is a parallel between these two 

sacraments and the two comings of the Spirit with regard to the life and mission of 

Jesus. On the day of the Annunciation, the Spirit came upon Mary and 

overshadowed her with divine power as the life of Jesus in the flesh commenced. 

Thirty years later, as Jesus emerged from the Jordan, the Holy Spirit descended 

upon him in the form of a dove. This put the seal of confirmation on his identity as 

the beloved Son of the Father, and it consecrated him for his mission. Ever after that 

day Jesus was led or driven by the Spirit. The effects of the sacrament are many. It 

puts a seal, like an official stamp, on one’s membership of the Church. It confers 

what theologians have called a character. This marks one’s entry into a certain 

stage of belonging to the Church. There is such finality about it that Confirmation, 

as with Baptism and Holy Orders, cannot be repeated. Each sacrament confers a 

special sacramental grace. The particular charism of Confirmation is the Spirit’s 

strengthening to enable a person to take up service in the Christian Community. The 

principal forms of service are in the witness of a Christian lifestyle, generosity in 

love and care, the light to teach and the courage to persevere. The sacrament 

bestows an increase in the virtues of faith, hope and love. At Pentecost we celebrate 

the birthday of the Church. With St. John we celebrate our involvement in the 

uplifting of Jesus by the gift of the Spirit to overcome sin. With St. Luke we 

celebrate the dynamism of the Spirit seen in the preaching of the good news and the 

expansion of the kingdom on earth. With St. Paul, we celebrate the diversity of 

services in the whole community and the beautiful fruits of the Spirit in individual 

lives. It is the birthday of the Church…our birthday. 

God Bless, 

Father Dan 


